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Bengal Eyes Industrial Revival:
CM Suvendu Adhikari Holds High
Level Meeting with L&T Chairman

Kolkata, 6 June : In a significant step towards
strengthening West Bengal's industrial ecosystem,
Chief Minister Suvendu Adhikari held a high-level
meeting with Larsen & Toubro (L&T) Chairman
and Managing Director S.N. Subrahmanyan, dis-
cussing strategies to attract large-scale investments
and accelerate infrastructure development across
the state.The meeting, which took place at Netaji
Subhas International Airport in Kolkata, lasted
around 30 minutes and focused on creating a robust
investment climate capable of driving long-term
economic growth and employment generation.Ac-
cording to sources, both sides exchanged ideas on
expanding industrial collaboration, promoting man-
ufacturing, and encouraging private-sector partici-
pation in major infrastructure projects. The
discussion reflects the state government's broader
vision of positioning West Bengal as a preferred
destination for domestic and global investors.Offi-
cials believe that partnerships with leading engi-
neering and infrastructure companies like L&T
could play a crucial role in modernizing transport
networks, urban infrastructure, and industrial cor-
ridors while creating thousands of employment op-
portunities for the state's youth.The meeting also
comes amid a series of engagements between the
state government and major corporate leaders, high-
lighting an aggressive push to revive industrial ac-
tivity and enhance investor confidence in West
Bengal.Industry observers view the interaction as a
positive signal that the government is prioritizing
economic development through public-private col-
laboration, with infrastructure-led growth expected
to remain a key pillar of the state's investment strat-
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egy in the coming years.With major freight corri-
dors, ports, industrial zones, and densely populated
urban centers, the state occupies a strategic position
in eastern India. According to Adhikari, investments
approaching 1 lakh crore could modernize railway
stations, expand suburban networks, construct new
lines, eliminate congestion bottlenecks, and im-
prove freight movement across the state. Such proj-
ects, if completed on schedule, could significantly
reduce travel time, enhance passenger safety, and
create thousands of direct and indirect employment
opportunities. Political Differences and Develop-
ment Delays One of the central themes of Adhikari's
statement was his criticism of what he described as
prolonged political conflict between the Trinamool
Congress-led state government and the Union gov-
ernment. He claimed that an atmosphere of con-
frontation had affected coordination on

infrastructure initiatives, delaying approvals and ex-
ecution of several long-pending railway projects.
While the state government has previously argued
that the Centre has not provided adequate financial
support for Bengal's development priorities, oppo-
sition leaders maintain that political disagreements
have often overshadowed opportunities for collab-
orative growth. The debate reflects a broader na-
tional challenge where large infrastructure projects
frequently require close cooperation between mul-
tiple levels of government. Potential Economic Im-
pact Economists believe that large-scale railway
investment can generate substantial multiplier ef-
fects throughout the economy. Improved connectiv-
ity can lower logistics costs for industries,
encourage private investment, strengthen tourism,
and provide better market access for farmers and
small businesses. For eastern India, where manu-
facturing and export potential continues to expand,
efficient railway infrastructure could play a critical
role in enhancing competitiveness and attracting
fresh investments. Modern railway networks also
contribute to more sustainable transportation by re-
ducing dependence on road freight, lowering fuel
consumption, and cutting carbon emissions. Bene-
fits for Daily Commuters For millions of passengers
who depend on suburban rail services every day, in-
frastructure upgrades could translate into faster
journeys, improved station facilities, increased train
frequency, and enhanced safety systems. Rapid ur-
banization around Kolkata and neighboring districts
has increased pressure on existing transport infra-
structure, making expansion and modernization an
urgent necessity.

West Bengal Yuva Shakti Bharosa Card:
Proposed 3,000 Monthly Support Unemployed
Youth - Ellgllulltv aml I(ev Benellts Exnlametl

Kolkata, 7 June : The pro-
posed West Bengal Yuva
Shakti Bharosa Card Scheme
has emerged as a major wel-
fare initiative aimed at pro-
viding financial assistance to
unemployed youth across the
state. Designed to support ed-
ucated job seekers during
their employment search, the
scheme is expected to offer a
monthly stipend through Di-
rect Benefit Transfer (DBT),
helping beneficiaries meet es-
sential expenses while they
pursue career
opportunities. Who Can
Apply?While the final gov-
ernment  notification  is
awaited, the proposed eligi-
bility criteria indicate that ap-
plicants may need to satisfy
the following
conditions:Must be a perma-
nent resident of West Bengal-
Should be unemployed and
actively seeking employment-
Expected age group is 18-35
years (subject to official con-
firmation)May require regis-
tration with the state's
Employment ExchangeMust
possess valid identity, educa-
tional, and bank account doc-
umentsApplicants receiving
similar unemployment assis-
tance may not be
eligible. What Are the Bene-
fits?The Yuva Shakti Bharosa

Card is expected to provide

several benefits,
including:Monthly financial
assistance of 33,000 directly
credited to beneficiaries' bank
accounts through DBT.Finan-
cial support during the job-
search period to help cover
expenses such as transporta-
tion, online courses, and ex-
amination fees.Transparent
payment system with direct
transfers, reducing adminis-
trative delays.Reports have
also suggested the possibility
of additional one-time assis-
tance for competitive exami-
nation preparation, though
official details are yet to be an-
nounced.Application Proces-
sAs of now, the state
government has not officially
opened the registration
process. Once launched, ap-
plications are expected to be
accepted through:An official
online portalEmployment Ex-
change officesGovernment

camps or district-level facili-
tation centresOffline applica-
tion forms at designated
officesAuthorities have ad-
vised applicants to wait for the
official notification and avoid
unofficial registration web-
sites or fraudulent claims.Cur-
rent StatusThe Yuva Shakti
Bharosa Card Scheme has
been announced as a proposed
unemployment assistance pro-
gramme, but its full imple-
mentation, eligibility rules,
and application schedule are
expected to be clarified
through an official govern-
ment notification. Until then,
interested candidates should
monitor official announce-
ments for updates on registra-
tion dates and operational
guidelines.According to Ad-
hikari, many patients—partic-
ularly those from rural and
economically weaker back-
grounds—are forced to travel
long distances.

People cover themselves as they cycle in the rain, in Nadia, Bengal, Sunday.

New Delhi, 7 June : As re-
gional tensions continue to es-
calate, growing reports of
battlefield strain and dwin-
dling military resources have
sparked fresh debate over
Iran’s capacity to sustain a
prolonged conflict. Analysts
suggest that continuous mili-
tary engagements, economic
sanctions, and supply chain
disruptions are placing signif-
icant pressure on the country's
defense infrastructure. Accord-
ing to defense observers, the
extended pace of operations
has increased demand for mis-
siles, drones, and conventional
ammunition, raising concerns
over replenishment capabili-
ties. While Iranian officials
maintain that the country's
military remains fully pre-
pared and self-sufficient, ex-
ternal assessments indicate
that maintaining high-inten-
sity operations over an ex-
tended period could prove
increasingly challenging.The
conflict has also exposed lo-
gistical hurdles, with supply
networks facing  greater
scrutiny and disruption. Mili-

tary experts note that modern
warfare requires not only
stockpiles of weapons but also
uninterrupted  production,
transportation, and technolog-
ical support—areas that may
come under strain during pro-
longed  hostilities.Despite
speculation about weakening
capabilities, Iran continues to
project confidence, emphasiz-

ing its domestic defense in-
dustry and strategic alliances.
Government leaders have re-
peatedly asserted that the na-
tion possesses sufficient
resources to defend its inter-
ests and respond to external
threats.International observers
caution, however, that any

prolonged conflict could have
broader geopolitical and eco-
nomic consequences, affect-
ing energy markets, regional
stability, and global trade
routes. Diplomatic efforts by
several countries are ongoing
to prevent further escalation
and encourage dialogue be-
tween the involved parties.For
now, whether Iran faces a gen-

uine shortage of military re-
sources or is merely adapting
its battlefield strategy remains
uncertain. The coming weeks
are expected to provide a
clearer picture of the country's
operational resilience and its
ability to withstand sustained
military pressure.As the situa-

tion evolves, global attention
remains fixed on the region,
with policymakers and secu-
rity analysts closely monitor-
ing developments that could
reshape the strategic balance
in the Middle East.The re-
marks come at a time when
global attention remains fo-
cused on the evolving strate-
gic relationships among
Russia, India, and China—
three influential nations that
play a major role in shaping
the political and economic
landscape of Eurasia and the
wider international order.By
signaling that Russia would
avoid acting as an intermedi-
ary in India—China affairs,
Putin reinforced the principle
that sovereign nations are best
positioned to address their
own differences through
diplomacy and mutual en-
gagement.A Balanced Ap-
proach to Strategic
PartnershipsRussia has histor-
ically maintained close ties
with both India and China,
making it one of the few
major powers to enjoy strong
relationships.

Foreign Minister Arzu Rana Deuba Praises New Delhi's
Regional Economic Role After Meeting S. Jaishankar

New Delhi, 7 June: Amid ongoing dis-
cussions surrounding the Lipulekh bor-
der issue, Nepal has struck a notably
positive diplomatic tone toward India,
with Nepal's Foreign Minister Arzu Rana
Deuba describing India as a key driver of
regional economic growth following a
high-level meeting with India's External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar.The re-
marks have drawn attention across South
Asia as they come at a time when terri-
torial concerns over the Lipulekh region
continue to remain a sensitive subject be-
tween the two neighboring nations.Dur-
ing bilateral discussions, the two leaders
reviewed the broad spectrum of India—
Nepal relations, including trade, connec-
tivity, infrastructure cooperation, energy
partnerships, and people-to-people ties.
Nepal emphasized the importance of
strengthening economic collaboration,
recognizing India's expanding role in re-
gional development and cross-border in-
vestment.Speaking after the meeting,
Nepal's foreign minister reportedly ac-

knowledged that India's economic
progress has become a major engine for
South Asian growth, highlighting oppor-
tunities for Nepal to benefit from deeper
trade integration, improved transport
links, and enhanced investment

flows.The meeting also focused on accel-
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erating ongoing connectivity projects,
expanding electricity trade, promoting
tourism, and facilitating smoother move-
ment of goods and people across the
open border shared by the two coun-
tries.Despite the constructive atmos-
phere, both sides remain aware of
unresolved boundary issues, particularly
concerning the Lipulekh area. While

Nepal has consistently maintained its ter-
ritorial claims, the latest diplomatic en-
gagement indicated a willingness to
continue dialogue through peaceful and
established bilateral mechanisms rather
than allowing disputes to overshadow
broader strategic cooperation.Analysts
believe the positive messaging reflects
Kathmandu's pragmatic approach to bal-
ancing national interests with economic
priorities. India remains Nepal's largest
trading partner and a crucial source of in-
vestment, infrastructure assistance, and
energy cooperation, making stable bilat-
eral relations vital for both
economies.Observers note that the meet-
ing reinforces the shared commitment of
New Delhi and Kathmandu to deepen re-
gional partnerships while managing dif-
ferences through diplomacy and mutual
respect.As geopolitical dynamics con-
tinue to evolve in the Himalayan region,
the latest exchange between the two for-
eign ministers signals that economic co-
operation.

Sacred Heritage Push: West Bengal Government Announces
Grand Revamp of Dakshineswar and Kalighat Temples

Kolkata, 7 June :In a significant initia-
tive aimed at strengthening religious
tourism and improving pilgrim experi-
ence, West Bengal Chief Minister Su-
vendu Adhikari has announced an
ambitious plan to upgrade infrastructure
and visitor facilities at the iconic Dak-
shineswar Kali Temple and Kalighat
Temple. The proposal is part of the
state's broader vision to modernize
major spiritual destinations while safe-
guarding their historical and cultural sig-
nificance.According to the Chief
Minister, the government intends to en-
hance amenities such as crowd manage-
ment systems, sanitation facilities,
connectivity, and pilgrim services to ac-
commodate the growing number of
devotees visiting these revered shrines
each year. The initiative is expected to
improve accessibility and create a more
organized and comfortable experience
for worshippers and tourists alike.The
announcement also comes alongside ef-
forts to elevate the Gangasagar Mela to
international standards and strengthen
arrangements for other major religious
events across the state, reflecting the
government's focus on promoting spiri-
tual tourism as a driver of economic and
cultural development.Addressing a pub-
lic programme in Kolkata, the Chief
Minister emphasized that West Bengal's
rich spiritual heritage deserves world-
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class infrastructure. He stated that pre-
serving the state's sacred sites while in-
troducing modern facilities would help
attract more domestic and international
visitors and contribute to local employ-
ment and economic growth.The pro-
posed redevelopment is expected to
include better civic amenities, improved
transportation access, enhanced security
measures, and upgraded public infra-
structure around the temple complexes,
ensuring that the religious character of
the sites remains intact while meeting
the needs of millions of annual
visitors.The announcement marks an-
other step in the state's broader infra-
structure agenda, with the government
signaling its intent to position West Ben-
gal's prominent religious destinations
among the country's leading pilgrimage
and cultural tourism hubs.The call for
strict action also reflects a broader trend

among governments across India to seek
financial recovery and legal penalties
against individuals found guilty of dam-
aging public property during protests or
riots.Legal experts note that Indian
courts have repeatedly emphasized that
while peaceful assembly is protected
under constitutional rights, violence re-
sulting in destruction of public assets can
attract criminal liability and compensa-
tion claims. Supreme Court guidelines in
previous cases have also encouraged au-
thorities to identify perpetrators and re-
cover losses incurred by the state.The
issue has once again brought attention to
the delicate balance between safeguard-
ing democratic freedoms and ensuring
public order. Civil society organizations
have maintained that investigations
should be transparent, evidence-based,
and conducted without prejudice, ensur-
ing that innocent participants are not un-
fairly implicated while those responsible
for unlawful acts are held accountable.
Meanwhile, political reactions have
begun to emerge from various quarters.
Supporters of Adhikari's position argue
that strict enforcement of the law will dis-
courage future incidents of vandalism and
reinforce respect for public infrastructure.
Opposition voices, however, have called
for equal scrutiny of all instances of po-
litical violence, regardless of the groups
involved.




