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PM Modi Enjoys Jhalmuri Served hy

Kolkata, 10 June : In an imagined scene that
blends regional culture with political symbolism,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi was warmly wel-
comed at an NDA meeting with one of Bengal's
most beloved street delicacies—freshly prepared
jhalmuri—personally served by West Bengal Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari.The fictional moment
quickly became the highlight of the gathering, with
political observers describing it as an expression of
humility, cultural pride, and the power of simple
gestures in public life.As senior leaders assembled
for strategic discussions, the atmosphere reportedly
shifted from formal deliberations to light-hearted
conversation when the Chief Minister arrived car-
rying traditional earthen bowls filled with spicy
puffed rice mixed with mustard oil, roasted peanuts,
green chilies, onions, coriander, and a blend of sig-
nature Bengali spices.Prime Minister Modi, known
for his appreciation of regional cuisines during his
travels across India, was imagined smiling as he ac-
cepted the snack and praised Bengal's rich culinary
traditions. According to the fictional narrative, he
remarked that India's unity is often reflected
through its diverse local foods and cultural her-
itage.The gesture soon became a talking point
among leaders attending the meeting. Many were
portrayed joining the informal exchange, discussing
memories associated with street food from their re-
spective states while enjoying the distinctly Bengali
preparation.Political analysts in this fictional ac-
count interpreted the moment as carrying symbolic
significance beyond hospitality. The serving of jhal-
muri represented an acknowledgment of Bengal's
unique cultural identity while reinforcing the idea
that regional traditions enrich the broader national
narrative.The scene also reflected a softer side of
political engagement, where conversations over

simple food momentarily overshadowed policy de-
bates and electoral calculations. Such moments,
though symbolic, often resonate strongly with the
public because they present leaders in relatable and
human settings.In this imagined story, social media
users enthusiastically shared artistic recreations and
digital illustrations of the event, celebrating the
image of two senior leaders connected by a humble
street snack that has long been a staple of Bengali
life.Food historians quoted in the fictional feature
noted that jhalmuri has always represented accessi-
bility and community. Sold on railway platforms,
busy markets, and neighborhood streets, it tran-
scends economic and social divisions, making it an
ideal symbol of inclusiveness.Observers further
suggested that cultural gestures often communicate
messages more effectively than speeches. A bowl
of jhalmuri served with warmth can become a re-
minder that India's strength lies not only in its in-
stitutions but also in its everyday traditions that
connect millions of people.Whether viewed as a
gesture of hospitality, a celebration of Bengal's culi-
nary heritage, or a symbol of political goodwill, the
fictional episode illustrates how ordinary cultural

expressions can acquire extraordinary significance
in the public imagination. Though entirely fictional,
the story paints a vivid picture of how a simple Ben-
gali snack could become an enduring symbol of
unity, mutual respect, and the shared cultural fabric
that binds the world's largest democracy
together.Improved connectivity, industrial invest-
ment, digital infrastructure, and logistics develop-
ment could significantly enhance the state's
competitiveness and attract domestic as well as in-
ternational capital. The meeting also underscores the
importance of dialogue in India's federal system.
Even amid intense political rivalry, communication
between central policymakers and regional leaders
remains a key mechanism for addressing develop-
mental priorities and administrative challenges.As
speculation continues regarding the outcomes of the
discussions, many observers believe the real signif-
icance of the meeting will depend on whether it
translates into concrete policy decisions, investment
announcements, or collaborative initiatives that di-
rectly benefit the people of West Bengal.Until offi-
cial details emerge, the meeting is likely to remain
a subject of both political analysis and public cu-
riosity, highlighting the close interplay between
governance, economics, and electoral strategy in
contemporary Indian politics.Officials familiar with
border management have repeatedly emphasized
that India's eastern frontier presents unique chal-
lenges due to rivers, agricultural land, densely pop-
ulated villages, and porous stretches that complicate
surveillance efforts.The reported deportations, if
confirmed through official government records,
would represent one of the more significant recent
actions aimed at addressing illegal immigration in
the state.Political Reactions IntensifyThe issue has
quickly evolved into a political flashpoint.

A Day After Chief Minister's Announcement,
New Flex Boards Installed at Digha Temple
Compiex; Dham Replaced with Cultural Centre

Kolkata, 10 June : In a devel-
opment that has drawn wide-
spread public and political
attention, newly installed flex
boards appeared at the Digha
temple premises just a day
after the Chief Minister's an-
nouncement regarding the
site's official identity. The up-
dated signage prominently de-
scribes the location as a
"Cultural Centre", while the
previously used term "Dham"
has reportedly been removed
from the complex's public dis-
plays.The swift replacement
of the signage has fueled dis-
cussions about the govern-
ment's approach to branding
and presenting the landmark,
with many observers noting
the speed at which the admin-
istrative changes were re-
flected on the ground. Visitors
arriving at the temple complex
noticed the newly erected flex
banners carrying the revised
terminology. The updated dis-
plays emphasize the site's role
as a centre celebrating Ben-
gal's cultural and spiritual her-
itage rather than identifying it
with the religious designation
that had earlier appeared on
promotional materials.Offi-
cials associated with the proj-
ect have indicated that the
revised wording is intended to
present the complex as a

broader cultural destination
that welcomes people from di-
verse backgrounds while pre-

serving its religious
significance. According to this
interpretation, the focus is on
integrating art, history, archi-
tecture, and spirituality within
a single cultural space.The re-
moval of the word "Dham,"
however, has generated varied
reactions among devotees,
local residents, and political
commentators. Some believe
the change reflects an admin-
istrative clarification intended
to avoid confusion over offi-
cial nomenclature, while oth-
ers see it as a symbolic shift in
how the site will be promoted
in the future.Social media
platforms quickly filled with
photographs comparing the
earlier signage with the
newly installed flex boards.
The images sparked debates
over whether the modifica-
tion represents a simple

change in terminology or sig-
nals a broader policy regard-
ing the management and
branding of religious tourism
projects in the state. Tourism
experts suggest that position-
ing the complex as a cultural
centre could potentially
broaden its appeal, attracting
visitors interested in heritage,
architecture, and regional tra-
ditions alongside pilgrims.
Such a strategy has been
adopted at several historical
destinations where govern-
ments seek to combine cul-
tural tourism with religious
significance.Political ~ ob-
servers have also noted the
timing of the change, coming
immediately after the Chief
Minister's public remarks.
The rapid installation of the
new signage has highlighted
the administration's intent to
ensure consistency between
official statements and pub-
lic-facing displays.

Agnimitra Paul speaks to residents at Paharpur on the outskirts of Jalpaiguri.

Pakistan Launches Fresh Airstrikes Inside Afghanistan; 26
Killed Including 11 Children as Taliban Yows Retaliation

New Delhi, 10 June : A fresh
wave of cross-border tensions
has erupted between Pakistan
and Afghanistan after Pak-
istani military aircraft report-
edly carried out airstrikes
inside Afghan territory, re-
sulting in the deaths of at
least 26 people, including 11
children. The incident has
sparked widespread condem-
nation and heightened fears
of a broader regional con-
frontation, with the Taliban-
led Afghan administration
warning that it will respond
to what it described as a vio-
lation of the country's sover-
eignty.According to local
reports from the affected
areas near the Afghanistan—
Pakistan border, the strikes
targeted locations believed by
Pakistani authorities to be
hideouts of militant groups
allegedly responsible for at-
tacks across the frontier.
However, residents and local
officials claimed that several
residential compounds were
struck during the operation,
leading to significant civilian
casualties.Emergency  re-

sponse teams and local vol-
unteers rushed to the scene
following the bombardment,
recovering victims from col-
lapsed buildings and trans-
porting the injured to nearby
medical facilities. Images
emerging from the region re-
portedly showed extensive
destruction, with homes re-
duced to rubble and families

territorial  integrity  and
warned that such actions
could have "serious conse-
quences" if repeated. While
no immediate military re-
sponse was announced, the
administration emphasized
that it would not tolerate con-
tinued cross-border aggres-
sion.Pakistan, on the other
hand, has consistently main-

searching for missing rela-
tives.The Taliban government
strongly condemned the
airstrikes, accusing Pakistan
of breaching international
norms and endangering inno-
cent civilians. Senior officials
stated that Afghanistan re-
serves the right to defend its

tained that militant organiza-
tions operating from Afghan
soil pose a significant threat
to its national security. Offi-
cials have argued that tar-
geted operations are aimed at
preventing terrorist infiltra-
tion and protecting border
communities from escalating

violence. Islamabad has pre-
viously called on Afghan au-
thorities to take stronger
action against armed groups
allegedly using Afghan terri-
tory as a base.The latest inci-
dent has once again exposed
the fragile security situation
along the rugged frontier,
where both countries have re-
peatedly exchanged accusa-
tions over the presence of
insurgent networks and cross-
border attacks. Analysts note
that despite diplomatic en-
gagements in recent years,
mistrust between the two
neighbors remains deep-
rooted.International ob-
servers and humanitarian
organizations have expressed
concern over the reported
civilian casualties, particu-
larly the deaths of children.
Several groups have called
for an independent investiga-
tion into the incident and
urged both sides to exercise
restraint to prevent further es-
calation.Security ~ experts
warn that renewed military
confrontations between Pak-
istan.

Two Senior Gongress Leaders Rush to Delhi with
Complaints Against Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar

New Delhi, 10 June: The internal ten-
sions within the Congress party over the
leadership of Karnataka continue to in-
tensify, with fresh signs that the long-
simmering power struggle has yet to be
resolved. In the latest development, two
senior leaders from the state have report-
edly traveled to New Delhi to present
their grievances against Chief Minister
D.K. Shivakumar before the party's cen-
tral leadership, adding a new dimension
to the ongoing political uncertainty. The
move has reignited speculation over di-
visions within the Karnataka Congress,
where competing factions have been at
odds over governance, administrative
decisions, and the balance of power in-
side the state government. While the
party leadership has repeatedly main-
tained that the government remains
united and stable, recent developments
suggest that dissatisfaction among cer-
tain sections of the organization per-
sists.According to political observers,
the visit by the two leaders reflects

growing concerns within parts of the
state unit regarding decision-making and
leadership style. The delegation is be-
lieved to have sought an audience with
senior members of the Congress high
command to communicate their con-
cerns and request intervention to address

internal differences before they escalate
further.Sources familiar with the politi-
cal developments indicate that the com-
plaints reportedly involve issues related
to cabinet functioning, organizational
appointments, coordination between
party and government, and the distribu-
tion of responsibilities among senior

leaders. Although the exact contents of
the memorandum have not been made
public, the episode has once again high-
lighted the delicate balance the Congress
leadership must  maintain in
Karnataka.The state remains one of the
Congress party's most politically signif-
icant strongholds, making any signs of
internal discord a matter of national im-
portance. Since assuming office, the
government has faced periodic specula-
tion about factional rivalries, with dis-
cussions over leadership arrangements
frequently making headlines. Despite re-
peated assurances from party leaders
that such reports are exaggerated, peri-
odic displays of dissatisfaction have
continued to fuel political debate.Politi-
cal analysts note that factional competi-
tion is not uncommon in large political
parties, particularly in states where mul-
tiple influential leaders command sub-
stantial support bases. Karnataka has
historically witnessed competing power
centers within the Congress.

Bengal Gabinet Reshuffie Unveiled: Swapan Dasgupta Takes
Charge as Finance MIIIISIEI‘ Nishith Assigned New Portfolio

Kolkata, 10 June :In a significant polit-
ical development, the West Bengal gov-
ernment has announced a major
reshuffle of its Council of Ministers, in-
troducing a series of key changes aimed
at strengthening governance and accel-
erating policy implementation. The most
notable decision is the appointment of
Swapan Dasgupta as the state's new Fi-
nance Minister, a move that is expected
to shape the government's economic
agenda in the coming years.The cabinet
reorganization also includes a change in
responsibilities for Nishith, who has
been assigned a new departmental port-
folio as part of the broader administra-
tive restructuring. The reshuffle is being
viewed as an effort to bring renewed
focus and efficiency to governance while
aligning ministerial responsibilities with
evolving policy priorities.A New Face
for Bengal's Financial ManagementThe
appointment of Swapan Dasgupta to the
Finance Ministry has generated wide-
spread discussion in political circles. As
the minister responsible for the state's
fiscal planning, budget management,
and economic policy, he will be ex-
pected to oversee crucial initiatives re-
lated to infrastructure development,
public welfare spending, industrial in-
vestment, and revenue generation.Polit-
ical analysts believe that the finance
portfolio will play a central role in deter-

mining the pace of Bengal's develop-
ment agenda, particularly in areas such
as employment generation, rural devel-

opment, healthcare, education, and
urban infrastructure.The new Finance
Minister is expected to work closely
with various departments to ensure effi-
cient allocation of resources while main-
taining fiscal discipline and encouraging
long-term economic growth.Nishith Re-
ceives New ResponsibilityAmong the
other notable changes in the cabinet
reshuffle is the reassignment of Nishith
to a different department. Although port-
folio changes are a common feature of
government functioning, such decisions
often reflect evolving administrative pri-
orities and strategic planning by the
leadership.Observers suggest that the
new assignment could provide an oppor-
tunity for the minister to focus on a dif-
ferent sector and contribute to the
government's broader development ob-

jectives.Cabinet Reshuffle Reflects
Strategic GovernanceGovernment
reshuffles are generally undertaken to
improve administrative coordination, en-
hance accountability, and inject fresh
momentum into policy execution. The
latest changes indicate an emphasis on
optimizing departmental performance
and ensuring that key ministries are
aligned with the government's vision.Po-
litical commentators note that cabinet re-
structuring  often serves multiple
objectives, including improving gover-
nance, responding to emerging chal-
lenges, and preparing for future policy
initiatives.Expectations from the New
TeamWith several departments witness-
ing leadership changes, expectations are
high regarding faster implementation of
development projects and improved de-
livery of public services. Citizens, indus-
try representatives, and policy experts
will be closely watching how the new
ministers approach their responsibilities
and translate government priorities into
action.The Finance Ministry, in particu-
lar, is expected to play a decisive role in
balancing welfare commitments with
economic growth strategies, while other
departments are likely to focus on infra-
structure expansion, investment promo-
tion, social  development, and
administrative reforms.




